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201 9 Regular Session ENROLLED-

SENATE CONCIJRRENT RESOLUT]ON NO, I07

BY SENATOR M]ZELL AND REPRESENTT\TIVES NMEDEE, EDMONDS NND
GAROFALO

A CONCUITRENT RESOLUTION

To create the Task Force on Benefits of Mar-r'iage and Incentives fol Prerlalital Counseling

and Pre-Divorce Counseling to stndy the benefits of ttrarliage and the possible

incentives to promote prernarital counseling and ple-divorre connseling and to nrake

policy recommendations to the legislahrre.

WHEREAS, accolding to an article in the lMall Steet Journal. the20l6 Census data

evidences the I'act that Louisiana has thc fottrth highest divolce t'ate in tlre conntty; and

WI-IEREAS, the high divorce rate and childrcn born to parents witltout the benefit

ofmarriage contdbutes, in part, to the fact that forty-four percent ofLouisiana childrcn live

in single-parent lrouseholds in 2019; and

WHEREAS, increased divorce con'elates to an increase in poverty for wotnen and

children with the avelage household incorne aftel divot'ce dropping folry percent forwomen

and childlen, accot'ding to the Man'iage and Religion Resealch Institute; and

WHEREAS, an increase in divolce t'ates has brought about increased budgetary

issues for the state ofLouisiana, antl a 2008 study published by the Institute fol Arnerican

Values estimated that, at that tirne, Louisiana incuned about six hundled seventy rnillion

dollars each year in state and local governrrrent spending on fanrily fragnrentation costs; and

WHEREAS, in a joint report in late 2015 fi'orrr PI'inceton Univelsity and thc

Brookings lnstitnte's David Ribar fi'onr tlrc University of Melbonrne, it states "Reams of

social science and nredical rescarch convincingly sltow tlrat childlen who ale raised by their

marlied, biological parents cnjoy bettcr physical, coguitive and emotional outcor'llcs, on

averaBe, than children raised in other circunrstances.,"..IR]esearchcrs havc bcen able to

nrake a stl'ong case that nran'iage lras causal inrpacts on outcolnes such as children's

schooling, their social and enrotional adjusnnent. and their cmploynrenl, tnarriage and

nrental health as adults."; and

WIIEREAS, as citerl in a study lrublished by L}'igharn Young Univcrsity. nirlcty-two
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pcrceut ofcouples bclieve that rrrarliagc g:r'epalalion is irnpoltant and that sanrc publication

indicated that couples who participate in prernalital counseling experience a lhil'ty percent

higher nrarital succcss l'ate than those wlro do not participate in prernariial counseling; and

WHEREAS, the Farnily Cotut Review published 201 I research which levealed that

conples already in the divorce process indicated that twenty-five percent ofthe time nranied

parents ofnrinor children believed that the nrarliage could be saved and llrore than thirry-

three pelcent indicated lhat they had an intelest in reconciling tlte nrart-iage; and

WI-IEREAS, if prenrarital and pre-divorce counseling results in just a thirty+hree

percent t'eduction in divorce, a savings of about two hundred twenfythree million dollals

each yeal rvould be saved by tbe taxpaycrs ofthe siate ofLouisiana; and

WHEREAS, also if plenrarital and pre-divorce counseling would resuh in just a

thirry-three percent leduction in divorce, an estimated five thousand Louisiana children each

year would be spaled the devastation ofa broken family; research shows children ofdivolce

are mor€ than two times as likely as the childl'en of intact biological families to suffer

serious social, emotional, cducational, behavioral, and psychological tloubles; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature of Louisiana has charnpioned laws whiclt suppot't

rnaintaining the .intact family because current law mandates that couples with minor children

nrust wait one year as a cooling-offpeliod before a divorce is granted; and

WHEREAS, states have recognized the benefits of counseling, even if it is limited

to pal'enting classes; some slates, including Louisiana, givejudges discretion to allow courts

to older palenting classes lbl divolcing cotrples; and

WHEREAS, according to rhe National llealthy Marriages Resource Centet', at least

seveu states (Florida, Georgia, Maryland, Minnesota, Oklahonra, Tennessee, and Texas)

ince ntivize premalital counscling and the course lengths varywith a lnix of cotnnrunicalions,

finances, fhnrily planning, expectations for the {ilmte, personal values. hetitage, religion,

roles, conllict resolution, and intirnacy, and snch state incentives also vaty as to the coul'se

costs and ecorrorrric incentivcs; and

WIIEREAS, a tnsk tbrcc is the bcst vehicle to study and rnake reconrrrendations

regalding legislatiorr that incerrtivizes lnalriage, plernarital counseling, and pre-divorce

counseling lol couples witlr children, and both would selve as a lneans to pl'otect children
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fronr the devastation of family fi'agrnentation arrd as a rrrcans ot'dircctly inrpacting thc state

budget.

TIIEI{EFORE, BE, IT RESOLVED tbat thc Lcgislatule of Louisiana creates the Task

Force on Benefits of Marliage and Incentives fol Prernalital Counscling and Plc-Divolce

Counseling to study possible incentivcs to prornote pleilnrital couuseling and ple-divot'ce

connseling and to nrake policy reconrnrendatiotrs to the legislanu'e.

THF.REFORE, BE IT RESOLVED ihat the task lbrce shall be corrrlrrised of the

tbllowing nrerrbers:

(1) Thepresident ofthe Senate, orhis designee, who shall serve as cltainlan.

(2) The speaker oftl:e Flouse ofltepresentatives or his designee.

(3) The attorney general or his designee.

(4) The chairman of the Senate Select Cornrrittee on Women and Children or her

designee.

(5)ThesecletaryoftlreDepartmentof Children nnd FamilySewices orherdesignee.

(6) One nrernber appointed by the Louisiana Baptist Convention, Office of Public

Policy.

(7) One member appointed by the Arclrdjocese of New Orleans, Office of Mariage

and Farnily Life.

(8) One member appointed by the Louisiana Fantily Forunr.

(9) One nrenrber who is a fanrily conrt judge ol district coult judge who has

julisdiction over divorce matters and who is appointed by the Lonisiana Distlict Jr"rdges

Association.

( I 0) The lcgislative auditor,- or his designee, who shail serve as a ronvoting nrentber'

ofthe task force.

(l l) The chairman of the Marriage-Persons Cornrnittee of the Louisiana Stale [-arv

lnstinrte or his designee.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVF,D that rask folce rrrcrlbels shall scrye without

cornpensation oI leinrbnrsernent of expense, other than what rnay be allblded by thcir

appointing authority; legislative lrrerrrbels oflhe task force shall reccive the sanre pel dient

and reirrbulsernent oftlavel expenses as plovided for attendance at legislative conrtnittee

Page 3 of4



SCRNO. IO7 ENROLLED

rreetings under the lulcs of the respective house in which they scrve.

BE IT FURTIJER RESOLVED that the naure s of the appointees and their desigtrees

to the task force sball be subnritted to the Selate Select Cornnrittee on Wotren and Children

by August I 5, 20 I 9.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED that a majority of the tnenrbership of the task folce

constihrtes a quomn'r and that if all task lblce nrernbels lrave not beeu appointed by

September 1,2019, a majority of the appointed nrembership shall constitute a quonnn.

BE lT FURTFIER RESOI-VED that no later than Decenrber 28,2020, the task force

shall prepale a wlitten report ofits findings and teconlnrendations to the legislature.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Task Force on Benefits of Mariage and

Incentives for Premarital Counseling and Pre-Divorce Counseling shall be abolished on

Decenrber 31,2020.

PRESIDENT OF TI.IE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTAT]VES
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2020 ltegular Session

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 7I

BY SENATOR MIZELL

ENRAIL_BU

1'o exre'd trre te,',n 
"r,,,. 

r:-t::::":"-., "::|lJ;:,', r'centives ror p'emarital

Coqlseling and Pt'e-Divorce Counseling that was ct'eated to study the betrefits of

nrarriage and tlre possible incentives to prornote prernarital cortnselitrg atrd pre-

divorce cour:seling and to rnake policy recomtnerrdations to the legiSlature.

WHEIIEAS, prtrsuant to Senate Concun'ent Resolution No. 107 of the 2019 Regular

Session ofthe Louisiana Legislature, the legislature created the Tasl< Force on Benefits of

Man iage aud lncentives fol Plemarital Counseling and Pte-Divorce Counseling to conduct

a study of tlre issues related to the benefits of marriage on individgal tnen' wotnen, and

clrildlen, and on society ns a whole and to shrdy the impact that incentives folpremal'ital and

pre-divorce connselirrg lrave otr tlre reduction of divorce atrd to make policy

recornmen<tations to the legislatule legarding legislatiorr that the task force may dccm

appropliate to addt'ess the issues studied by the task force; and

WHEREAS, Segate Concru'rent Resolutiou No. 107 of the 2019 Regulal Session of

the Louisiana Legislature sets forth that the task force is to leport its findings and

tecornrnendations, including any suggestions for lcgislation, to the legislature no later than

Decerr:ber 28, 2020; an<)

wHEREAS, Senate concur.r.enl Resolution No. !07 of the 2019 RegularSession of

the Lolisiana LegislatuLe sets fonh that the task force will cease to exist on Decenrber'3 1,

2020; and

WI.IEREAS, the task force derelnrincd tbat additional tinre is r'equired to study fttlly

all oftfie issues related to the benefits ofmarriage and incentives for prelrrarital and pre-

divolce counselirrg and to J:r'epnre arrd sttbrnit its report to the legislattrle'
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THEREFORE, BE lT RESOLVED that the Legislatule of Louisiaua does hereby

cxtend thc Tasl< Force on Benefits of Man'iage aud hrcentives for Pretnarital Cortnselirrg arrd

Pre-Divorce Cor"u.rselirrg cleated by Senate Couculrent Resoltttiorr No. 107 of the 2019

Regular Session oftlre Louisiana Legislature and provides that the task force nrenrbership

and functions slrall be as set forth in that Resolution.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislalule of Louisiarra does lrereby extend

the deaclline by which the tosk force is to subrnit its l'epon to the legislature to not later than

Decerrber 28,2A21, and the task folce shall cease to exist on December 31,2021 .

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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2021 Regulal Session

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 68

BY SENATOR MIZELL

ENROLLED

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To cxtcnd thc term of the Task Force on Benet'rts of Marriage and Incentives for Premarital

Counseling and Pre-Divorce Counseling tbat was crcated to study the benefits of

marriage and the possible incentives to promote premarital counseling and

ple-divorce counseling and to make policy recommendations to the legislature'

WHEREAS, pul'suant to Senate Concrtrrent Resolution No. 107 of the 201 9 Regular

Session of thc Louisiana Legislature, the legislature created the Task Force on Benefits of

Marriage and Inccntives for Prernarital Counseling and Pre-Divorce Counseling to conduct

a study of the issues related to the benefits of marriage on individual men, women, and

children, and on society as a whole and to study the impact that incentives for premarital and

pre-divorce counseling have on the reduction of divorce and to make policy

recommendations to the legislature regarding legislation that the task force tuay deern

appropliate to address the issues studied by the task force; and

WHEREAS, Senate ConcutrentResolution No. 107 of the 2019 Regular Session of

the Louisiana Legislature sets forth that the task force is to report its lindings and

recommendations, including any suggestions for legislation, to the legislature no later than

December 28,2020; and

WHEREAS, Senatc Concrutent Resolution No, 107 of the 2019 Regular Session of

the Louisiana Legislature sets forth that the task force will caase to cxist on December 31,

2020 which was extended by Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 71 of the 2020 Regular

Session of the Louisiana Legislature to December 31, 2021; and

WHEREAS, the task fot'ce determined that additional time is required to study futly

all of the issues related to the benefits of tnarriage and incentives for prctnarital and

pre-divorce counseling and to prepare and subrnit its repolt to the legislatule'
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby

extend the Task Force on Benefits ofMarriage and Incentives for Pretnarital Counseling and

Pre-Divorce Counseling created by Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 107 of the 2019

Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature and provides that the task force membership

and functions shall be as set forth in that Resolution'

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby extend

the deadline by which the task force is to submit its report to the legislature to not later than

December 28,2022, arrd the task force shall oease to exist on December 31,2022,

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSB OF REPRESENTATIVES
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